On the role of aging in cancer incidence: analysis of the skin cancer data.
Worldwide age-incidence patterns for melanoma, non-melanoma skin cancer, and the group of all cancers except non-melanoma skin cancer from 1971 to 1976 were normalized for differences in frequency of occurrence and compared. The percentage of total cancer incidence that occurred in young subjects was greater for melanoma and less for non-melanoma skin cancer than for the group of all cancers. The risk for melanoma was apparent by age 15, much earlier than for non-melanoma skin cancer and the group of all cancers. While the risk for non-melanoma skin cancer and the group of all cancers increased continuously with advancing age, the risk for melanoma was constant beyond age 35. We conclude that risk for melanoma is unusually concentrated among the young, and, therefore, that protection from sun exposure is particularly important for this group.